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UNDER SECRETARY OF DEFENSE
4000 DEFENSE PENTAGON
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20301-4000

PERSONNEL AND "M , 5 'gg-r

READINESS

MEMORANDUM FOR SECRETARIES OF THE MILITARY DEPARTMENTS
CHAIRMAN OF THE JOINT CHIEFS OF STAFF
UNDER SECRETARY OF DEFENSE (COMPTROLLER)
ASSISTANT SECRETARY OF DEFENSE (COMMAND,

CONTROL, COMMUNICATIONS AND INTEL)

GENERAL COUNSEL OF THE DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE
INSPECTOR GENERAL OF THE DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE
COMMANDANT OF THE COAST GUARD
DIRECTOR OF ADMINISTRATION AND MANAGEMENT

SUBJECT: Fingerprint Capture Policy

The Federal Managers’ Financial Integrity Act of 1982 requires Federal managers to
establish internal controls that “provide reasonable assurance that funds, property, and other
assets are safeguarded against waste, loss, unauthorized use, or misappropriation.” To comply
with this legislation, the Department launched Operation Mongoose, a fraud prevention and
detection initiative.

Since its inception, Operation Mongoose has exposed a number of fraud schemes that
indicate the need to improve service member identification and verification techniques. The
Defense Manpower Data Center (DMDC) will ficld fingerprint collection devices to local
identification card issuing sites. Once fielded, Service identification card verifying officials, as
part of the identification card issuing process, will need to capture electronically and store in the
Defense Enrollment Eligibility Reporting System (DEERS) the right index fingerprint of all
eligible individuals in a pay or annuity status. This includes active duty and Reserve rilitary
personnel, retirees, survivors receiving annuity payments denived from the service of a deceased
person, and civilian employees with identification cards issued through the Realtime Automated
Personnel Identification System (RAPIDS). It does not include dependents and others with
identification cards who do not receive salary, wages, or annuity payments from the government.

Louis C. Finch
Acting Under Secretary of Defense

G




