HQ AFPC/DPSFR, 550 C Street West, Suite 37, Randolph AFB, TX 78150-4739

DSN 665-2089/2467, 210.565.2089/2467; web site www.afpc.randolph.af.mil/deers
email: deers@afpc.randolph.af.mil

REF: AFI 36-3026                                                    Wards
There are three types of Wards; Legal Custody Ward, Pre-Adoptive Ward and Foster Children
Legal Custody Wards:

The following basic eligibility criteria applies:

· An unmarried child under age 21 to whom a managing conservator has been designated, who has been placed in legal custody of a member or former member as a result of an order of a court of competent jurisdiction in the United States (or a territory or possession of the United States) for at least 12 consecutive months may be eligible for full ID card benefits and privileges.
· Child is dependent on the member or former member for over one-half of his or her support and
· Child resides with the member or former member unless separated by the necessity of military service or to receive institutional care as a result of disability or incapacitation, and

· Is not a dependent of a member or former member under any other category.

The following eligibility criteria and documentation requirements apply:

[image: image1.png]ELIGIBILITY CRITERIA

REQUIRED DOCUMENTATION

TP ot e g 21 .

1 dependent on e sponsor forver one Al afis
o ber suppont orwas at the e of the sponsor’s
dcath anc.

[Resides with the mermberorformer membr unsss
scparatd by ncessty of miliar serviceor o
eceiv instiutions cre a5 a reul of iy or
ncapacitionorundersuc olercrcumsancas 5.
b administcing Secreiary may by regulaion
prscrve .

1 ot depondentofa meniberora former memiber|
uder any oter v

RS it et .

Court orderfom s cour of competent uisicion

i he Unied Sses (ora temony o possesson of

it Unitcd Sates plcing the chidin member or
member'scusody for o ezt 12

ive months and.

[Sporsorceniies inbiock 80 hat e o she s
providing over 50 perent ad hatthe chil esides
e bouschoid. EXCEPTION: & depdeney
ctcrninaion i reuire fo ntialisue nd
cenenal of cach I card forwards of Navy, Air
[Force nd Marine Corps menbers sce prsgraps
20.10. 2116, and 2.6, NOTE: 1fcard i ot or
o, i D card out o omginal exurtion
ot No e dcpendency detemminationis required
in e cascof deceased sponsors,the dependency
ctcrmietion curenily inffectorsccomplished
i e of the meanbcr s dsath may e use foe
uoscquent revemals Surviving dependentsof Air
Force mebers must accomplish  dependency
dctcrmietion s the i o the sponsor'sdeas





[image: image2.png]ELIGIBILITY CRITERIA

REQUIRED DOCUMENTATION

i s g 21 ot

15 incapibl of sl support bocause of  menal o|
hsical ncapoct tht ocurred whie e peron|
- dependens of the member o former member|
s

s depends o he sponsor o v onc el of i
or her support. or have been at the tme of the|
sponsor’s dea

Chita’s birth centificate and, Additional
[ocumenation Requirements for inapacitaed
S

[Resdes with the b o fommsr membr s
scparatcd by necessity of military service or to
receive imstationa car a rsul o aisabily or
incapociatonor under such ther circumstances 1|
the sdminiscring Scrary may by rezulation|
prescribe and

s ot dependentofa member ora fommer member|
[andr any oter v,

[CHIG s bt ceficac o svoled n DEERS)
e,

| Cou orer from a cour of competent jursciction
in e Unicd Saes (o7 esonyor possession o
b nitcd Sttes) plaing the chid in merb or
former mermber's custods fo at et 12

Jconsceutive monts an,

2 curratphysican's satment (@aed itk 90
s f pplicaton o nclue s medical
[ufficieny st roma Milfary Tresmens
Faclsy (MTF)and. (s Attachment 26)

A curtat apprond dependeney detenmintion
oner 50 pescent suppor)

Statcment from the Social Secuiy Adiministtion
(S8 cnitying non<ligibiiy o Medicare, Pt
.t contiu cigbilty (o CHAMPUSTRICARE
[refits NOTE: Do not require  ststement fom
activ dur dependents and those indviduns lscd
in parmgrph 7.1 3 they remain cligihl for
|CHAMPUSITRICARE as  scond payer

Adtional Documentation Requiements for
ncapactated s

A phvsicia g
iocapaciction ccurrd afer the 21 ishday but
ocfor the 23 by

S satementas above bt indic

ke fromthe sl registar showing o e
ependentwascorolled s -t stdent inan
Jaccrcitd instaution o iher caning when the
mcapeciion occurred




[image: image3.png]ELIGIBILITY CRITERIA

REQUIRED DOCUMENTATION

5 i o a5 75

1 ool fll ime n an nstation of igher
caming approved by the administering Secretry
and

1 dependent onthe sponsor forver ne A ofis
Jor ber suppor. o was at the e of th sponsor’s
Jdcah an.

[Resides with the mermberorformer membr unsss
scparatd by ncessty of miliar serviceor o
eceiv instutions care a resul of iy o
ncapacitionorundersuch olercrcumsances s
b administeing Secretary may by egulaion
prscre .

1 ot dependentofa memiberora former memiber|
uder any oter v

RS it cerifcat (ot cnrold i DEERS)
ond

Court e fom cour of competent uisicion
i he Unied Sses (ora temory o possession of
it nitcd Sate) plcing the chidin member or
fomer member sty for t fas 12
consceutine months and.

[Sporsorceniies inbiock 80 hat e o she s
providing over 50 perent ad thtthe chil esides
o he bouschod and, EXCEPTION: A
 ependency dtcemination i requird or sl
s and rnevalof coch 1D cad for wards of
[Navy. Aie Foree and Mari Corps mmbers. sec
ocszraphs 20.10. 21,16, 30 226,

A tettcrtrom e shool registrarefecing ull e
encolment cing 1o an st degrseorigher
and expecied de of gradton.





 Processing Procedures for Legal Custody Wards. Take the action reflected in Table 4.11. when

verifying eligibility for legal custody wards. (See paragraphs 20.10., 21.16., and 22.6. for processing procedures

for wards of Navy, Air Force and Marine Corps members. Cross-servicing is not authorized):
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Legal Custody After Death of Sponsor 

Note: This information applies to widows or widowers who have legal custody or have adopted a child after the military sponsor's date of death.

ID card benefits and privileges are derived from a sponsors affiliation with a military service.   Dependents of deceased members remain eligible for ID card benefits and privileges (see AFI 36-3026(I), 29 Jul 99, Attachment 2) if their relationship with the sponsor was established prior to the date of sponsor’s death.  Children who are subsequently adopted or become a legal ward of the sponsor’s widow/widower, do not qualify for identification card entitlements.  Widows/widowers can not convey eligibility for entitlements.     

Other Wards

Foster Children. A child placed in custody of a military member or former member’s home by a

placement agency (with no intent to adopt) but not a court order, is eligible for commissary, exchange and

MWR privileges only. Medical care is not authorized unless the child is placed in the home as a result of

an order of a court as stated above.
Pre-adoptive Children. Pre-adoptive children placed in the home of a member or former member

by a placement agency (recognized by the Secretary of Defense) on 5 October 1994 or later may be eligible

for medical care if the criterias in Table 4.12. are met. For the purpose of this policy, an authorized

placement agency in the United States (US) or a US territory, must be licensed for the purpose of adoption

by the state or territory in which the adoption procedures will be completed. In all other locations, the

appropriate Assistant Secretary of the Military Department concerned or an appropriate official to whom

he or she has delegated approval authority must approve a request for recognition.
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4.17. ID Card Processing Procedures for Pre-Adoptive Children When Placement Agency is

Within the U.S. or a U.S. Territory. Process pre-adoptive children as reflected in Table 4.13.:
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4.18. ID Card Processing Procedures for Pre-adoptive Children When Placement Agency Is Outside

of the United States or a United States Territory. Children placed in the home of a member or

former member by a placement agency in any other location than listed in paragraph 4.17. must submit a

request for recognition through the Service issuing activity. Requests will be forwarded through the

appropriate Service channels and must be approved by the appropriate Assistant Secretary of the Military

Department concerned or an appropriate official to whom he or she has delegated approval authority.

Table 4.14. reflects information to assist in submitting a request for recognition: see Table 20.5. for Navy

processing procedures and Table 21.8. for Air Force members.
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