031100Z DEC 03

FROM:  HQ AFPC RANDOLPH AFB TX//DPP//

TO:    ML ALPERSCOM

       ML 8106

SUBJECT: PRIOR SERVICE PROMOTION CONSIDERATION - SPECIALTY KNOWLEDGE TEST (SKT) EXEMPTIONS  

1.  EFFECTIVE WITH THE 04E6/04E7 TSGT/MSGT PROMOTION CYCLES, ANY PRIOR SERVICE INDIVIDUAL WHO DOESN'T POSSESS THE MINIMUM REQUIRED PRIMARY AIR FORCE SPECIALTY CODE (PAFSC) SKILL LEVEL IAW AFI 36-2502, AIRMAN PROMOTION PROGRAM, TABLE 2.1, WILL BE AUTOMATICALLY AUTHORIZED A TWO-YEAR SKT EXEMPTION FOR PROMOTION CONSIDERATION.  THIS WILL BRING PROMOTION CONSIDERATION FOR ALL PRIOR SERVICE MEMBERS, WHETHER PRIOR AIR FORCE OR SISTER SERVICE, IN-LINE WITH CURRENT PROCEDURES USED FOR RETRAINEES AND WILL ENSURE ALL MEMBERS ARE GIVEN FAIR, TIMELY, AND EQUITABLE PROMOTION CONSIDERATION UNDER THE WEIGHTED AIRMAN PROMOTION SYSTEM.  THIS CHANGE IN POLICY WILL NOT BE GRANDFATHERED AND SUPPLEMENTAL REQUESTS WILL NOT BE ACCEPTED FOR PAST PROMOTION CYCLES. 

2.  PROMOTIONS AND TESTING OFFICES MUST WORK CLOSELY WITH THEIR PERSONNEL EMPLOYMENTS AND BASE TRAINING PERSONNEL TO ENSURE THAT ALL PRIOR SERVICE MEMBERS ARE IDENTIFIED QUICKLY VIA LOCAL DESIRES AND THE APPROPRIATE DATE INITIALLY ENTERED INTO RETRAINING (DIERT) DATE IS UPDATED ON EACH AFFECTED MEMBER BY THE 31 DEC 03 PROMOTION ELIGIBILITY CUTOFF DATE (PECD).  DO NOT, REPEAT, DO NOT UPDATE A DIERT DATE IF THE PRIOR SERVICE MEMBER ALREADY HAS ATTAINED A SKILL LEVEL COMMENSURATE WITH HIS/HER GRADE.  THE MEMBER'S DIERT DATE SHOULD BE UPDATED IN MILPDS TO COINCIDE WITH HIS/HER ENTERED ONTO ACTIVE DUTY DATE (EAD).  FOR THE 04E6/04E7 CYCLES, ANY PRIOR SERVICE MEMBER WITH AN EAD DATE OF 1 JAN 02 OR LATER WILL BE ELIGIBLE FOR A TWO-YEAR SKT EXEMPTION AND THE DIERT DATE WILL AUTOMATICALLY EXPIRE AT THE END OF THE TWO-YEAR POINT.  ADDITIONALLY, ENSURE THAT ALL AFSC DATA IS ACCURATELY REFLECTED IN MILPDS AND TRAINING STATUS CODES (TSC) F (RTNG TO 5-LEVEL) OR G (RTNG TO 7-LEVEL) ARE UPDATED ACCORDINGLY.  SINCE THESE MEMBERS WILL BE CONSIDERED AS RETRAINEES, PAFSC SKILL LEVEL WAIVER REQUESTS WILL NOT BE REQUIRED SINCE THE DIERT DATE AND APPLICABLE TSC WILL BUILD THEIR PROMOTION FILES AS ELIGIBLE FOR PROMOTION CONSIDERATION.  IF THEIR CAFSC IS A NONCHRONIC CRITICAL SHORTAGE SKILL (CCS) AFSC, THEN THEY WILL BE CONSIDERED IN THE 00XXX PROMOTION AFSC.  IF THEIR CAFSC IS A CCS SKILL, THEN THEY WILL BE CONSIDERED IN THE 00XXXX PROMOTION AFSC.

3.  THE SAME RULES WILL ALSO APPLY TO THE 04E5 SSGT CYCLE.  PECD IS 31 MAR 04.  ANY PRIOR SERVICE MEMBER WITH AN EAD DATE OF 1 APR 02 OR LATER WILL BE ELIGIBLE FOR A TWO-YEAR SKT EXEMPTION AND THE DIERT DATE WILL AUTOMATICALLY EXPIRE AT THE END OF THE TWO-YEAR POINT.   

4.  THIS MESSAGE SUPERSEDES MPFM 02-14, PRIOR SERVICE PROMOTION FACT SHEET, EFFECTIVE IMMEDIATELY. 

5.  MPFS MAY DIRECT PROMOTION QUESTIONS TO HQ AFPC/DPPPWM, DSN 665-2107; TESTING QUESTIONS TO HQ AFPC/DPPPWT, DSN 665-2309 ; AND TRAINING/DIERT DATE QUESTIONS TO HQ AFPC/DPPAT, DSN 665-2534.  

//Signed//
DIRECTOR, PERSONNEL PROGRAM MANAGEMENT 

