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TALKING PAPER
ON
EGLIN AFB FAMILY SUPPORT CENTER
PURPOSE

- To provide information on the Eglin AFB Family Support Center

BACKGROUND

- The Eglin AFB Family Support Center opened its doors on 1988

-- Eglin is the largest deploying base in the AF 

   -- Eglin largest in the world (754 sq miles); most base services located within 5 a mile radius 

-- Eglin has five wings and more than 45 associate units representing ACC, AFSOC, AMC, AFMC, Space, AETC and AFRES

 -- Population served is 11,000 active duty members, 5,000 civilians and 20,871 dependents/retirees

DISCUSSION

- The FSC has 14 authorizations

  -- 12 Civilians, GS-12 - GS-7, one emergency over hire, two VA work studies

2 Air Force members and 134 FSC volunteers

- Services and programs

-- FSC offers a wide range of core programs and services to include transition assistance, relocation assistance, family life education, readiness, Air Force Aid Society, Personal Financial Management, Information and Referral, career focus and volunteer

--  In addition to the standardized programs offered through the HAP, Eglin offers a Give Teens A Break Program that offers free monthly activities to teens with a deployed parent

--  Eglin offers the Family Member Dining Program that allows families of a deployed member to dine at the dining hall once a week at the same cost as the member
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-- During Month of the Military Child the FSC offers a Family Fun Day that provides free food, family activities and games

  -- Eglin has more than 1,200 members in the HAP that include Army family members

   -- In 2001 the FSC established a squadron key spouse program that quickly grew to more than 40 key spouses

   -- The proximity to the Gulf of Mexico means that this community lies in the heart of hurricane country and during the months of May – Oct, the FSC offers hurricane awareness classes for both children and adults

- Workshops are offered in the following areas:

-- Life Skills offers Stress Management, Coping with Divorce, Suicide Prevention, Couples Communication, Parenting classes and Self Esteem Building for Children and Teens 

 -- Readiness offers a predeployment workshops, how to prepare a reunion dinner, monthly HAP meetings, monthly newsletter, etc.

 -- Career Focus program offers a weekly Employment Focus Group for newly arrived family members, a Resume Class and Federal Jobs Workshop

   --- Job opportunities for spouses are primarily in seasonal (tourist related) and low paying

--  TAP has two staff members that offer the three-day TAP seminar twice a month and average 800 separations/retirements annually

   --- TAP staffs offers Charting A New Course for individuals anticipating separation or retirement in 3-5 years

    --- The VA Pre-separation Program for members retiring or separating with a disability continues to be very much in demand; 570 members counseled in-house

    -- Eglin TAP co-sponsors two job fairs each year

--  The Relocation Assistance Program has two staff members that brief at weekly newcomers, conduct a monthly Smooth Move Workshop, monthly spouse tour of the base and outside community, weekly sponsorship training and a PCS to College class

   --- The relocation team also offers Internet based sponsorship refresher training

-- Volunteer Resource Program has one full time manager that coordinates volunteer activities for more than 26 base agencies

    --- The VRP chairs the Volunteer Advisory Committee and is the POC for the annual  recognition ceremony

 -- The PFMP has two staff members that offer mandatory PFMP classes to all first term officer 

 and enlisted members, FTAC, Investments, REDUX classes and Military TSP classes

 -- The AFAS program holds a monthly Bundles for Babies and Bundles for Singles class  

 --The FSC is not collocated with Family Services 

 -- Eglin has an Airman’s Attic that is collocated with Family Services

- Total Force Commitment

-- The FSC staff works closely with Duke Field, a special operations reserve wing, the Navy Explosive Ordinance School and the Army Ranger Camp

-- Family Support services are offered to civilians 

- Support one GSU, Arnold

RECOMMENDATION

- None, for information only
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