SHEPPARD TALKING PAPER ON FAMILY SUPPORT CENTER

PURPOSE 

·  To provide current information about Sheppard AFB TX Family Support Center

BACKGROUND

·  The Sheppard FSC opened for services in November 1981

DISCUSSION

- Chief, Family Support Flight is James E. Gillespie; Superintendent is MSgt Mike Wenk,         

   and an outstanding staff of 12 professionals

   -- Internet Address: www.sheppard.af.mil/fsc/

·  Sheppard FSC responds to the demand of a challenging environment with unique demographics

   -- Sheppard is the home to the 82D Training Wing and the 80TH Flying Training

   -- Sheppard averages approximately 3,000 student graduates monthly in technical 

        training specialties

- The Euro/Nato Joint Jet Pilot Training Program (ENJJPT) housed in the 80TH Flying   

  Training Wing adds a unique mission to this military installation

-- The local community provides a well-rounded range of services to support the military population at Sheppard

- The Sheppard FSC offers a wide range of core programs and services.  The programs include Transition Assistance, Relocation Assistance, Personal Financial Management, Air Force Aid Society, Family Readiness, Family Life and Education, Career Focus, Information and Referral and Volunteer Resources

- Transition Assistance Program  

   -- Videos are available for loan out

        --- Untold numbers of handouts, written information on jobs nationwide

· Relocation Assistance

   -- The Overseas Connection Program provides personal contact to every permanent party member making an overseas move.

   --“Teen Link” Homepage on line thru Internet:  http//:webserver.spd.aetc.af.mil/fsc/teen

   -- FLAG (Families Learning and Growth) – educational program for all married technical training students and spouses to inform them of FSC programs and services

- Personal Financial Management Program 
   -- Strong support from senior leadership, commanders, first sergeant

       --- 4 hours mandatory financial course presented to first permanent duty station arrivals E4 and below as well as all 01’s

- Air Force Aid Society (Mr. Gary Shorts)

     -- Continual assistance for interest-free loans and grants 

       --- Majority of assistance provided to students

· Family Readiness 

-- Support programs provided for individuals and families that are separated due to deployments, TDY’s and remote assignments

· Family Development and Education

 -- WIC Clinic in FSC 1st Tuesday and last Thursday of each month

       -- Military Spouse Orientation monthly.  Spouses new to AF or new to area

   - Career Focus 

     -- Workshops / seminars include Interviewing Skills, Resume Preparation, Employment Application Preparation, Spouse Job Hunting 

· Information and Referral 

-- Continual networking with on-base and community agencies

- Volunteer Resources 
   -- Contacts in this area for direct volunteer work average 25 per month

- Total Force Commitment
   -- Allows for solely dedicated FSC usage to anyone who can enter Sheppard AFB

RECOMMENDATION

- None, for information only
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