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TALKING PAPER
ON
VANDENBERG AFB FAMILY SUPPORT CENTER
PURPOSE

- To provide information on the Vandenberg Family Support Center
BACKGROUND

- The Vandenberg AFB Family Support Center opened for service in Feb 86

  -- Air Force Aid transferred from Personnel Affairs on 14 Feb 86
DISCUSSION

- Staff

-- The branch consists of 11 authorizations

--- 9 Civilians: GS-12 thru GS-5 

--- 2 Air Force members: 1 Superintendent and 1 Readiness NCO

--- 1 Civilian in the Student Education Program

--- 3 Food Pantry Volunteers 

--- 20 Family Services Volunteers 

- Family Readiness

-- Global Hearts, support group for families with members deployed/remote and extended TDY

    --- 70+ family members attend monthly events i.e., Spaghetti Dinner, Pizza and a Movie

-- The Global Hearts website offers a wealth of information, updated by the Readiness NCO

-- Thursday night at The Breakers for families of deployed members offers a family dinner for

    a nominal fee, adult conversation, and senior leadership interaction/support

-- Use of the Lawn Care program and AFAS community programs are promoted

   -- VTC used by 15+ families during AEF cycle 7 and 8

   -- Care Package Program provides “comforts of home” to deployed and remote Team VAFB

       members.  To date, over 597 packages mailed

   -- Family Life Educator consults with spouses experiencing stress and parenting issues

   -- “Operation Hugs from Home” brought in a semi-truck load filled with donations collected by a L.A. radio station to be given to the military families of all branches of service, everything from A to Z as far as baby items, foods, toys, clothing, household and personal items.

- Services and Activities

-- As part of the CFP, Computer and Clerical/Administrative Tutorials and Testing Service is

    offered to enhance clerical skills and for required clerical certificates

-- FTAC is hosted all day at the FSC for classes in Personal Financial Management, Stress

Management, FSC programs, Myer Briggs Type Indicator feedback or Four Lenses, and FSC tour

-- Food Pantry provides monthly USDA subsistence program and for emergency needs

    --- Provides food to 40+ eligible families, 10,000-14,000 pounds food/month

- Total Force Commitment

-- Sponsorship information is provided to 22 SOPS (ANG) and 9 SOPS (Reserve)

-- Pre-brief information and a local briefing provided to 67 Army Guard augmentees, Feb 03

-- Readiness NCO briefed 15 activated Army guard members at Camp San Luis, Feb 03

    --- FSC services & Global Hearts events are advertised at Camp San Louis ANGB

-- Offered assistance to the March ARB FSC Director

-- DOD civilians receive a welcome package and out-process FSC for relocation information

RECCOMENDATION

- None, for information only
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