Retirement As An Officer VS Enlisted:

Due to recent questions about retirement pay as and enlisted person, AFPC/BSC has created this document to answer your questions and give you some direction to head for further information.  

Under the High 3 retirement plan:

Retirement pay, should an individual retire prior to 10 years commissioned time, would be based upon the top three years as an enlisted person.  The reason for this is it really is a 2 part process--1. the individual has to separate as and officer and 2. “enlist” as an enlisted member in order to retire.  Once the 30 year anniversary into the Air Force date is hit, it would be recomputed at the officer rate and the retirement pay adjusted to the new rate.

Further information regarding retirements, is available at the AFPC web page:  http://www.afpc.randolph.af.mil/retsep/
In addition, the information on separations is in AFI 36-3208, and on retirements in AFI 36-3203, and  http://www.e-publishing.af.mil/pubs/publist.asp
Your local MPF should be able to help anyone considering this option.

