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THESTANDARD
Published by the AFPC Medical Standards Branch (DPAMM) Randolph AFB, TX 78150.

We are dedicated to giving you the best professional service ever. We’ve enjoyed a very successful year.  Without you your valuable contributions, we could not have done it!   Thank you and Happy Holidays.


    -- Medical Standards Staff 

	Save My Leave Please !


· When briefing  patients on their diagnosis,  please ensure they know the possibility of loosing their leave.  Leave is not allowed while undergoing an MEB.  Please contact DPAMM for further details.

	Assignment Lost?


· If a patient has an assignment pending and is favaborable for a MEB.  Please take a very close look at the implications of loosing the assignment if an ALC code 37 is updated.  Make sure the member and provider understands what the actions could result in.  

	A complete MEB package is:


· Original plus three copies !! Lately we’ve been receiving incomplete MEB packages with copies of everything in the medical record.  Please provide us “only “ the necessary paperwork within 90 days.  AFI 44-157, Atch 2.3.4 can give you complete guidance should you need it. MEB/Narative summary should be within 30 days.  Be sure to check the date board convened on the AF Fm 618 and date dictated on the narrative summaries.  You can submit an addendum for any outdated data.  Psychiatric diagnosis is the final point I want to cover.  A psychiatric diagnosis requires a psychiatrist to sit on the board.  AF Form 618 needs to be marked on block 26.  The axis I - V and social and industrial impairment is required and needs to be done by a psychiatrist.
	 Help Us to Help You!


· When sending RILOs and MEBs, please separate each case so they don’t accidentally get stuck together and overlooked.

	Medical Hold…Hold…Hold


· When an MEB is required, medical hold should be requested at least 60 days prior to the retirement or separation date.  Only Physicians can initiate medical hold. (Sorry Nurses, PAs, PEBLOs)    For overseas locations only: the attending physician may send an email request for medical hold.  A narrative summary is required and can be faxed to our office..

	When should I do an MEB ? 


· Unsure about boardable conditions?  Get familiar with AFI 48-123, Atch 2.  You can find all the diagnosis that require an MEB.   Call us if you still have questions. 

