AGREEMENT FOR COMMERCIAL SUPPORT OF CONTINUING MEDICAL EDUCATION HQ AFPC/DPAME

PREAMBLE

Office of the Surgeon General, United States Air Force is accredited by the Accreditation Council for Continuing Medical Education (ACCME) to sponsor continuing medical education (CME) for physicians.  The ACCME Standards for Commercial Support of CME describe “appropriate behavior of accredited sponsors in planning, designing, implementing, and evaluating certified CME activities for which commercial support is received.”  In accordance with these Standards, the HQ AFPC/DPAME has established a policy requiring commercial companies supporting CME activities, sponsored by HQ AFPC/DPAME, to sign an Agreement for Commercial Support of Continuing Medical Education.

AGREEMENT

In accordance with the terms of this Agreement, the Office of the Surgeon General, United States Air Force agrees to: 1) abide by the ACCME’s Standards for Commercial Support of CME; 2) acknowledge educational support from the commercial company in program brochures, syllabi, and other program materials; 3) upon request, furnish the commercial company a report concerning the expenditure of the funds provided, and 4) adhere to the instructions in AFI 51-601, Gift to the Department of the Air Force.

The Commercial Company also agrees to: 1) abide by the ACCME Standards for Commercial Support of CME and HQ APFC/DPAME’s Commercial Support Policy and Disclosure Statement;(see second page)  2) conduct its activities in full compliance with the Standards and institutional policy in consideration for being identified as a commercial supporter and/or exhibitor of the following program; and 3) adhere to the instructions in AFI 51-601, Gifts to the Department of the Air Force.

CME Activity:  ____________________________
Course Date:  ________________________________




Course Location:  _______________________________
The Commercial Company identified below agrees to provide the following support for this CME activity:


  (  )      Unrestricted Educational Grant





$_________________


  (  )       Restricted Educational Grant






$_________________

· Exhibitor Fee







$_________________

· Speaker (name of speaker)
(  ) all expenses       (  )  travel only          (  )  honorarium only
$_________________

· Catering Function/Sponsored Event (specify event)



$_________________

· Other (specify)






$_________________

Total







$_________________

AGREEMENT

This Agreement will be signed first by the Jackson Foundation and then sent to the Commercial Company along with the solicitation letter.  Upon receipt of the Agreement, the Commercial Company is to sign below, retain a copy for their files, and return the Agreement to the Jackson Foundation.  The Foundation will then forward the Agreement to the Course Director for signature.  Finally, the Course Director will forward the Agreement to HQ APFC/DPAME for signature by that office.  Once signed, HQ AFPC/DPAME will file one copy and send two copies back to the Course Director for distribution.

________________________________________
________________________________________


Jackson Foundation Representative    Date
 
Commercial Supports Representative        Date
_________________________________________       ______________________________________________ 

Course Director                    Date
 
          Maj Colleen Daugherty.                 DATE

Representative from Facility holding CME activity    HQ AFPC/DPAME    Representative    

HQ AFPC/DPAME COMMERCIAL SUPPORT

POLICY AND DISCLOSURE STATEMENT

The Accreditation Council for Continuing Medical Education’s (ACCME) Standards for Commercial Support of CME (Section 7a) require that "An accredited sponsor shall have a policy requiring disclosure of the existence of any significant financial interest or other relationship a faculty member or the sponsor has with the manufacturer(s) of any commercial product(s) discussed in an educational presentation. All certified CME activities shall conform to the policy."

POLICY:  Statement of Purpose: The program is for scientific and educational purposes only and will not promote the Company’s products, directly or indirectly.

Control of Program Content and Selection of Presenters and Moderators: The Sponsor is responsible for control of content and selection of presenters and moderators. The Company agrees not to direct the content of the program. The Company, or its agents, will respond only to Sponsor-initiated requests for suggestions of presenters or sources of possible presenters. The Company will suggest more than one name (if possible), provide speaker qualifications, disclose financial or other relationships between Company and speaker, and provide this information in writing. The Sponsor will record the role of the Company, or its agents, in suggesting presenter(s), seek suggestions from other sources, and make selection of presenter(s) based on balance and independence.

Definition of "Conflict of Interest": A "conflict of interest" is defined as an affiliation, relationship, or financial interest in or by an organization(s) that has or potentially has a direct interest in the subject matter of a presentation. Conflicts of interest are not inherently bad or wrong.

Disclosure of Financial Relationships: At the time of the program, the Sponsor will ensure meaningful disclosure to the audience of: 1) Company funding; and 2) any significant relationship between the Sponsor (e.g., grant recipient) and the Company or between individual speakers or moderators and the Company.

Involvement in Content: There will be no emphasis or direction of content by the Company or its agents.

Ancillary Promotional Activities: No promotional activities will be permitted in the same room or obligate path as the educational activity. No product advertisements will be permitted in the program room.

Objectivity and Balance: The Sponsor will make every effort to ensure that data regarding the Company’s products (or competing products) are objectively selected and presented; with favorable, unfavorable information, and balanced discussion of prevailing information, on the product(s) and/or alternative treatments.

Limitations on Data: The Sponsor will ensure, to the extent possible, meaningful disclosure of limitations on data (e.g., ongoing research, interim analyses, preliminary data, or unsupported opinion).

Discussion of Unapproved Uses: The Sponsor will require that presenters disclose when a product is not approved in the United States for the use under discussion.

Opportunities for Debate: The Sponsor will ensure meaningful opportunities for questioning or scientific debate.

Independence of Sponsor in the Use of Contributed Funds: The funds should be in the form of an educational grant made payable to the United States Air Force. Educational grants may be unrestricted (e.g., programming) or restricted (e.g., faculty support, sponsored events, exhibits, etc.). All other support associated with this CME activity (e.g., distributing brochures, preparing slides, etc.) must be given with the full knowledge and approval of the local CME Monitor. No other funds from the Company will be paid to the program director, faculty, or others involved with the CME activity (e.g., additional honoraria, extra social events, etc.). 


Please return the signed Agreement to:

HQ APFC/DPAME
550 C St. W, Suite 25

Randolph AFB, TX  78150-4727
Company Name


Address


Phone Number








