AF CME Program 
Policy on Joint Sponsorship 

Purpose

To ensure the Office of the Surgeon General, United States Air Force CME Program is able to accomplish its responsibilities in Joint Sponsorship as required in Essential Areas and ancillary policies of the Accreditation Council of Continuing Medical Education (ACCME).   

Introduction

The U.S. Air Force Command is an organization characterized by medical centers and community clinics located throughout the world.  As such, it follows that the planning process for educational activities affecting specific military treatment facilities (MTFs) be accomplished at the local level.  Because, by definition, a jointly sponsored activity is one in which the planning is done by others in which the sponsor is not directly involved, the AF CME Program has chosen to have it’s hospital-based and planned educational activities be “jointly sponsored.”  The benefits to this form of CME is that (1) the role of the AF CME Program is to ensure that the joint sponsor is in compliance with the ACCME Essential Areas and Policies, (2) the MTF or AF Agency planning the activity is given written credit for its critical role in the planning process, and (3) the AF CME Program is in compliance with ACCME requirements.
Background:

The Accreditation Council for Continuing Medical Education (ACCME) policies state that the "accredited sponsor shall accept responsibility that the ACCME's accreditation policies and procedures are met when educational activities are planned and presented in joint sponsorship with non-accredited providers." The sponsor must provide evidence that it participates in the planning and implementation of each jointly sponsored CME activity and conducts an evaluation of each jointly sponsored activity, and that all Essential Areas and Policies of the ACCME are followed. 
Based on review of the Essential Areas and ancillary policies of the ACCME, HQ AFPC/DPAME has determined that all courses that it has approved, that have been developed at other AF agencies and MTFs; are considered to be Joint Sponsorship.  Also, this office is designed to assist in the development of courses at the local medial treatment facilities (MTFs) and other Air Force agencies and will provide education on CME issues as requested. It is with this view and intention that the HQ AFPC/DPAME will develop a joint sponsorship request with MTFs and other AF agencies.
Policy:

The AF CME Program holds all activities it jointly sponsors to the same standards relating to direct sponsorship by the AF.  The following describes conditions that must be met in any joint sponsorship into with the AF may enter:

1. The proposed activity must be consistent with and abide by the Air Force’s 
CME mission statement as well as ACCME's Essential Areas and ancillary 
policies. The request must be from an Air Force unit or related organization.


2. All jointly sponsored activities must comply with the ACCME policies for 
Commercial Support. Any funds received on behalf of the activity must be 
processed according to AFI 51-601, Gifts to the Department of the Air Force.  
The non-accredited sponsor may not make any representations or commitments 
to funding sources as to content, choice of faculty, or anything else not allowed 
by ACCME's Essential Areas. All commercial supporters must sign HQ 
AFPC/DPAME’s standard letter of agreement. The commercial supporter must 
be acknowledged in the activity’s materials. All faculty will be required to disclose 
significant relationships and unlabeled use of products in their presentations.


3. HQ AFPC/DPAME’s CME Director or his/her designate must be involved in the 
planning and development of any jointly sponsored activity it designates for 
credit. A representative of HQ AFPC/DPAME must review and approve the 
needs assessment process, the learning objectives, design of the educational 
activity, final faculty selection, and evaluation methodology.


4. HQ AFPC/DPAME has the responsibility to review and approve all materials 
associated with the educational activity prior to their release. HQ AFPC/DPAME 
must be clearly recognized as a joint sponsor. The following joint sponsorship 
statement must appear on all materials:

"This activity has been jointly planned and implemented in accordance with the 
Essential Areas and ancillary policies of the Accreditation Council for Continuing 
Medical Education (ACCME) by the Office of the Surgeon General, United States 
Air Force and Name of Air Force MTF. The Office of the Surgeon General, 
United States Air Force is accredited by the ACCME to provide continuing 
medical education for physicians and takes responsibility for the content, quality 
and scientific integrity of this program."

5. HQ AFPC/DPAME can review the budget for any proposed jointly sponsored 
activity to ensure that adequate resources have been devoted to the 
development of an educational activity consistent with meeting the activity’s 
objectives. HQ AFPC/DPAME will retain the right to withdraw from an activity if 
resources are inadequate for the development of a high quality activity.

6. The responsibilities and duties of the non-accredited sponsor will be clearly 
listed in the joint sponsorship agreement between the non-accredited sponsor 
and HQ AFPC/DPAME. HQ AFPC/DPAME retains the right to withdraw from any 
joint sponsorship if the non-accredited sponsor fails to meet its obligations as 
described in the agreement or fails to comply with our policy on joint sponsorship.

7. The HQ AFPC/DPAME holds its jointly-sponsored activities to the same 
standards as the activities it directly sponsors with regard to fulfillment of its CME 
mission, needs assessment, setting of objectives, use of systematic planning 
processes, evaluation, documentation, and the Essential Areas of the ACCME. 
Any confusion regarding the Air Force’s policies will be resolved by the HQ 
AFPC/DPAME’s CME Director, whose decision in any dispute is final.

8. HQ AFPC/DPAME’s policies, procedures and formats as contained in the 
Guidelines for Air Force Medical Service Continuing Health Education, must be 
followed by any sponsor requesting approval.
All potential joint sponsorships will be examined on their individual merits. Although all CME activities jointly sponsored with HQ AFPC/DPAME must comply with this policy, HQ AFPC/DPAME reserves the right to refuse to enter into a joint sponsorship with any organization for any reason whatsoever, regardless of that organization’s willingness to comply with our policy.

