SUBJ:  HOME OF SELECTION (HOS) TRAVEL AND TRANSPORTATION


ENTITLEMENTS





1.  WE HAVE RECEIVED A HIGH INCIDENCE OF REPORTS OF ALLEGED


MIS-COUNSELLING AMONG INDIVIDUALS ELIGIBLE FOR HOS TRAVEL AND


TRANSPORTATION ENTITLEMENTS (JFTR, VOL 1, PARA U5130-B & U5365-A).


SPECIFICALLY, THESE INDIVIDUALS OFTEN CLAIM THEY ARE TOLD THEY WILL


HAVE NO PROBLEM OBTAINING EXTENSIONS TO THEIR HOS ENTITLEMENTS.  THE


CORRECT MESSAGE TO RELAY TO OUR MEMBERS RETIRING FROM THE AIR FORCE


IS THAT HOS EXTENSIONS ARE NOT REPEAT NOT AUTOMATIC.





2.  BY LAW, HOS BENEFITS MUST NORMALLY BE USED WITHIN ONE YEAR OF


RETIREMENT. THIS LIMITATION IS BASED ON COMPTROLLER GENERAL (CG)


RULINGS THAT CONGRESS INTENDED HOS BENEFITS BE DIRECTLY RELATED TO


THE MEMBERS SEPARATION (RETIREMENT) FROM ACTIVE SERVICE. "THE


PRIMARY REQUIREMENT IS THAT TRAVEL [TO HOME OF SELECTION] BE THE


RESULT OF SEPARATION [RETIREMENT] FROM SERVICE, SINCE IT IS NOT A


BENEFIT WHICH THE SEPARATED [RETIRED] MEMBER RETAINS UNTIL USED" (CG


DECISION B-207157, 2 FEBRUARY 1983).  HOS BENEFITS ARE INTENDED TO


ASSIST THE RETIREE IN MAKING A SMOOTH INITIAL TRANSITION TO CIVILIAN


LIFE AND ARE NOT OPEN-ENDED ENTITLEMENTS WHICH THE MEMBER MAY RETAIN


INDEFINITELY.





3.  PLEASE ENSURE RETIREES (AND SEPARATEES ELIGIBLE FOR HOS


ENTITLEMENTS) ARE PROPERLY BRIEFED ON THEIR HOS ENTITLEMENTS DURING


OUT PROCESSING.





4.  THERE ARE THREE CATEGORIES  OF EXTENSION REQUESTS (1) REQUESTS


FOR MEDICAL REASONS (2) REQUESTS BASED ON EDUCATION AND TRAINING AND


(3) REQUESTS FOR OTHER DESERVING CASES (ODC).  FOR EXAMPLE, A


MEMBER REQUESTING HOS EXTENSIONS BECAUSE HE/SHE IS LOOKING FOR A


PERMANENT JOB AND HAS NOT DECIDED WHERE HE/SHE IS GOING TO SETTLE.





5.  REQUESTS FOR EXTENSIONS UNDER THE MEDICAL AND EDUCATION/TRAINING


CATEGORIES SHOULD BE SENT TO JOINT PERSONAL PROPERTY SHIPPING


OFFICE - SAN ANTONIO, 613 NORTHWEST LOOP 410, SUITE 400, SAN ANTONIO,TX 78216-5518.  MEDICAL REQUESTS SHOULD INCLUDE A SUPPORTING MEDICAL


STATEMENT OR REPORT FROM THEIR ATTENDING PHYSICIAN.


EDUCATION/TRAINING REQUESTS SHOULD INCLUDE A STATEMENT FROM THE


SCHOOL REGISTRAR.





6.  REQUESTS UNDER THE OTHER DESERVING CASES CATEGORY SHOULD BE SENT


TO HQ AFPC/DPPTT, 550 C ST WEST SUITE 11, RANDOLPH AFB TX 78150-4713. THESE REQUESTS SHOULD INCLUDE A COPY OF THE MEMBER'S


RETIREMENT/SEPARATION ORDERS AND JUSTIFICATION FOR THE REQUEST,


INCLUDING DOCUMENTATION SUPPORTING THE REQUEST WHENEVER POSSIBLE.


FOR EXAMPLE, A MEMBER REQUESTING AN HOS EXTENSION BECAUSE HE/SHE IS


LOOKING FOR A JOB SHOULD PROVIDE COPIES OF JOB APPLICATIONS AND


RESPONSES FROM PROSPECTIVE EMPLOYERS.





7.  THIS IS A HQ USAF/DPPC AND HQ USAF/ILTT COORDINATED MESSAGE.


BASE LEVEL FINANCE, PERSONNEL, AND TRANSPORTATION OFFICES SHOULD


ROUTE ALL QUESTIONS THROUGH MAJOR COMMAND CHANNELS.  POCS FOR MAJCOM


QUESTIONS ARE CAPT KATE MCLOUD, HQ AF/DPPCC, DSN: 227-0682; AND MR.


CURT HARRINGTON, HQ AF/ILTT, DSN: 227-1078


