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Why Special Tactics (13DxB)?

Special Tactics Officers (STO, also called Combat Control officers) combine the skills of Air Traffic Control and Command and Control Communications with special operations forces.  Officers are chosen for Special Tactics through a 2-Phase Application process organized and administered by the 720th Special Tactics Group at Hurlburt Field, FL.

Who makes up the 720th Special Tactics Group?

[image: image2.wmf]The group is composed of a headquarters staff and five units in the continental United States (see map below): the 10th Combat Weather Squadron (CWS) at Hurlburt Field, FL, the 21st Special Tactics Squadron (STS) at Pope AFB, NC, the 22 STS at McChord AFB, WA, the 23 STS at Hurlburt Field, FL, and the 24 STS at Fort Bragg, N.C.  In addition, the Group is responsible for functional management of AFSOC's two overseas Special Tactics squadrons: the 320 STS, under the command of the 353d Special Operations Group, Kadena Air Base, Japan, and the 321 STS, under the command of the 352d Special Operations Group, RAF Mildenhall, United Kingdom.
What does a Special Tactics Officer do?
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Special Tactics officers are trained in combat control skills, and lead combat control and pararescue operators in Special Tactics Squadrons.  In addition to the normal officership responsibilities (reports, awards and decorations, other administrative functions, additional squadron duties), Special Tactics officers must ensure the men assigned to their Special tactics Team are trained to perform their wartime mission.  By understanding the demands of the Special Tactics mission, Special Tactics officers are better able to advocate for resources and mission assignments so their forces are best employed to optimal effect in the battlespace.  Special Tactics officers also serve as liaisons and subject matter experts on various staffs (MAJCOM, US Special Operations Command, sub-unified commands, Air Staff, and Joint Staff).  During contingencies, Special Tactics officers serve throughout the theater of operations, performing liaison, command and control, and forward area command duties.
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What specialized training is required?

The “pipline” for officers in the 13DxB career field is extensive.  You will receive the following training after selection into the career field:
School:





Location:

Length:
Special Tactics Officer Phase II Selection

Hurlburt Field

1 week

Combat Control Orientation



Lackland AFB

2 weeks

Air Traffic Control School



Keesler AFB

16 weeks

U.S. Army Basic Airborne School


Ft Benning

3 weeks

U.S. Air Force Combat Survival School

Fairchild AFB

3 weeks

Combat Control School



Pope AFB

13 weeks
Special Forces Combat Diver School


NAS Key West
5 weeks
US Army Military Freefall School


Ft Bragg/Yuma APG
4 weeks

AFSOC Advanced Skills Training


Hurlburt Field

1 year

Special Tactics

Major Locations
[image: image8.png]



� EMBED Unknown  ���








� EMBED MSPhotoEd.3  ���





� EMBED MSPhotoEd.3  ���








[image: image5.png]


[image: image6.png]


[image: image7.wmf]_1051433751.bin

_1066201431.unknown

_1049627216.bin

