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Airfield Operations (13Mx)

Career Field Brief
Why Airfield Operations (13MX)?

Airfield Operations provides officers with a unique opportunity for early leadership and responsibility in an operational environment.  Within 5 years, an officer can be leading anywhere between 50 to 100 of the Air Force’s finest enlisted troops in a complex and critical career field and directly contributing to the Air Force’s flying missions and combat readiness.

Are there special entrance requirements for Airfield Operations?

There are no special degree requirements to become an Airfield Operations Officer.  All degrees are acceptable.  However, officers must pass a Flying Class III physical examination prior to entering the career field.

Are there sub-specialties within the career field?

Technically, there are no sub-specialties within the career field; however, Air Traffic Control, Airfield Management, Combat Airspace Management, Combat Communications, and Terminal Instrument Procedures all come under the 13M career field umbrella.

How many 2Lt accessions does the Airfield Operations career field receive?

Beginning in FY02, Airfield Operations will access 60 officers per year.  The majority come from all three commissioning sources, while the others are cross-trainees.
What are my assignment possibilities?

The Air Force assigns Airfield Operations Officers to almost every Air Force base in the world, including CONUS, Alaska, Europe, the Pacific, and Central America.  There are exceptions, but if there is an active flightline chances are, there is an Aifield Operations Officer assigned.  Career officers can expect to serve at least one or two assignments overseas.  More than likely, one of these assignments will be to a remote location.

What type of career progression is there?

Airfield Operations Officers will work at the squadron level for the first two or three assignments, advancing to the position of Flight Commander, Airfield Operations.  After thorough unit level experience, officers should look for opportunities as instructors, combat airspace managers, or combat communicators.  To further develop Aifield Operations Officers as Aerospace Leaders, career broadening opportunities will exist for senior O-3s and field grade officers in the 16G Non-Rated Operations Staff Officer, 16P Political-Military Officer, and 16F Foreign Area Officer arenas.  Leadership opportunities also exist as Operations Officers and Commanders at the Operations Support, Training, and Recruiting Squadron and Support Group levels.  
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