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Abbreviations and Acronyms
AD—Active Duty

ADT—Active Duty for Training

AF—Air Force

AFAS—Air Force Aid Society

AFCAT—Air Force Catalog

AFEPL—Air Force Electronic Publishing Library

AFI—Air Force Instruction

AFIP—Armed Forces Institute of Pathology

AFJI—Air Force Joint Instruction

AFMAN—Air Force Manual

AFOSI—Air Force Office of Special Investigations

AFPD—Air Force Policy Directive

AFRL/HEDB—Air Force Research Laboratories, Human Effectiveness Bioeffects Division

AFROTC—Air Force Reserve Officer Training Corps

AFSSM—Air Force Systems Security Memorandum
AFTP—Additional Flying Training Period

AMC—Air Mobility Command

ANG—Air National Guard

ANGRC/MPPU—Air National Guard Readiness Center, Customer Service

APO—Air Postal Office

ARC—American Red Cross
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ARPC—Air Reserve Personnel Center

AWOL—Absent Without Leave

BAH—Basic Allowance for Housing

CAR—Casualty Assistance Representative

CSS—Commander’s Support Staff

CAST—Casualty Augmentation Support Team

CHAMPUS—Civilian Health and Medical Program of the Uniformed Services

CONUS—Continental United States

CPF—Civilian Personnel Flight

CRT—Cathode Ray Tube

DAF—Department of the Air Force

DAO—Defense Attaché Office

DFAS-CL—Defense Finance and Accounting Service-Cleveland Center

DFAS-DE/PMJPC—Defense Finance and Accounting Service-Denver Center, Special Assistance Office

DFAS-CL—Defense Finance and Accounting Service-Denver Center, Annuity Pay

DIC—Dependency and Indemnity Compensation

DJMS—Defense Joint Military Pay System

DoD—Department of Defense

DoDD—Department of Defense Directive

DoDI—Department of Defense Instruction

DRAPS—Defense Retiree and Annuitant Pay System
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DSN—Defense Switched Network

DUSTWUN—Duty Status-Whereabouts Unknown

EAD—Extended Active Duty

EFTO—Encrypt For Transmission Only

ET—Equivalent Training

FMSGLI - Family Member Servicemember’s Group Life Insurance

FBI—Federal Bureau of Investigations

FITW—Federal Income Tax Withholding

FOA—Field Operating Agency

FOIA—Freedom of Information Act

FPO—Fleet Post Office

FSC—Family Support Center

FSO—Financial Service Office

FTNGD—Full-Time National Guard
GSU—Geographically Separated Unit

HQ AFOSI/SCR—Headquarters, Air Force Office of Special Investigations, Communication and Information Records

HQ AFPC/DPPPRA—Headquarters, Air Force Personnel Center, Recognition Programs Branch

HQ AFPC/DPPRSO—Headquarters, Air Force Personnel Center, Retirements and Separations Branch

HQ AFPC/DPF—Headquarters, Air Force Personnel Center, Directorate of Force Operations
HQ AFPC/DPFC—Headquarters, Air Force Personnel Center, Casualty Matters Division
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HQ AFPC/DPFCS—Headquarters, Air Force Personnel Center, Casualty Services Branch

HQ AFPC/PA—Headquarters, Air Force Personnel Center, Public Affairs

HQ AFRES/DPSSE—Headquarters, Air Force Reserve, Customer Service Branch
HQ AFSVA/SVOM—Headquarters, Air Force Services Agency, Mortuary Affairs Division

HQ AMC TACC/XOGC—Headquarters, Air Mobility Command Tanker Airlift Control Center, Aerial Port Control Center

HQ ARPC—Headquarters, Air Reserve Personnel Center
HQ ARPC/DPSSE—Headquarters, Air Reserve Personnel Center, Personnel Entitlements Branch

HQ ARPC/DRSS—Headquarters, Air Reserve Personnel Center, Service Documents Branch

HQ USAF/CVAI—Headquarters, United States Air Force, Air Force Foreign Liaison Division

HQ USAFA/DPYQ—Headquarters, United States Air Force Academy, Cadet Personnel Division

IAW—In Accordance With

IDT—Inactive Duty Training

III—Incapacitating Illness or Injury

IO—Initial Only

ITO—Invitational Travel Order

JFTR—Joint Federal Travel Regulation

JQS—Job Qualification Standards

JVISDA—Joint Visual Information Activity

KIA—Killed in Action

LES—Leave and Earnings Statement
LOD—Line of Duty

Continued on next page

Glossary of References and Supporting Information, Continued

MAAG—Military Assistance Advisory Group

MAJCOM—Major Command

MEPS—Military Entrance Processing Station
MIA—Missing in Action

MPF—Military Personnel Flight

MPR—Medical Progress Report

MSS—Mission Support Squadron

MTF—Medical Treatment Facility

NGB/JA—National Guard Bureau, Judge Advocate

NOK—Next of Kin

NPRC—National Personnel Records Center

OASD/PA—Office of the Assistant Secretary of Defense, Public Affairs

O&M—Operation and Maintenance

OPR—Office of Primary Responsibility

OSGLI—Office of Servicemembers’ Group Life Insurance

OSI—Office of Special Investigations

PA—Public Affairs

PCS—Permanent Change of Station

PDRL—Permanent Disability Retired List

PDS—Personnel Data System

PERSCO—Personnel Support for Contingency Operation

PL—Public Law
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PME—Professional Military Education

PMT—Professional Military Training

POV—Privately Owned Vehicle

PSC—Postal Service Center

RCSBP—Reserve Component Survivor Benefit Plan

RSFPP—Retired Servicemen’s Family Protection Plan

RMC—Return to Military Control

SAF/LL—Secretary of the Air Force, Office of Legislative Liaison

SBP—Survivor Benefit Plan

SF—Standard Form

SGLI—Servicemembers’ Group Life Insurance

SI—Seriously Ill or Injured

SPR—Search Progress Report

SS—Social Security
SSA—Social Security Administration

SSBP—Supplemental Survivor Benefit Plan

SSN—Social Security Number

TAFMSD—Total Active Federal Military Service Date

TDRL—Temporary Disability Retired List

TDY—Temporary Duty

TP—Training Period
UIF—Unfavorable Information File
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UPRG—Unit Personnel Record Group

USAFA—United States Air Force Academy

USAFR—United States Air Force Reserve

U.S.C.—United States Code

USO—United Service Organizations

UTA—Unit Training Assembly
VA—Department of Veterans Affairs

VAH—Department of Veterans Affairs Handbook

VAP—Department Veterans Affairs Pamphlet

VARO—Veterans Affairs Regional Office

VEAP—Veterans Educational Assistance Program

VIP—Very Important Person

VSI—Very Seriously Ill or Injured

VSO—Veterans Service Officer
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Terms

NOTE:  These definitions are for the purpose of this AFI only.  See Joint Publication 1-02, DoD Dictionary of Military and Associated Terms, for the official DoD definition of many of these terms.  Throughout this AFI, the word “member” refers to military or retired personnel and the word “person” refers to either civilian or military personnel.

Active Air Force—Members of the Air Force, United States Air Force Academy Cadets, and Air National Guard and United States Air Force Reserve members serving on extended active duty (i.e., they are assigned to an active duty unit and their accountability is against active force strength).

Active Duty (AD)—Full-time duty in the active Military Service of the United States.  This includes members of the Reserve components serving on active duty or full-time training duty, but does not include full-time National Guard duty.  AD for Air National Guard is always performed in a Title 10 United States Code (U.S.C.) federal status.  Active duty includes active duty for training and active duty other than for training.

Active Duty for Training (ADT)—A tour of active duty which is used for training members of the Reserve Components to provide trained units and qualified persons to fill the needs of the Armed Forces in time of war or national emergency and such other times as the national security requires. The member is under orders which provide for return to non-active status when the period of active duty for training is completed. It includes annual training, special tours of active duty for training, school tours, and the initial duty for training performed by nonprior service enlistees.  ADT for Air National Guard is always performed in a Title 10 U.S.C. federal status and may be referred to as annual training, special training, formal school training, and initial active duty for training.  Active duty for training can be training under Title 10 U.S.C., Sections 12301(b).  This duty may satisfy the requirement for an individual to perform 15 days of active service for training per fiscal year.

Active Duty Other than for Training—A category of active duty used to provide Reserve component support to either active component or Reserve component missions.  It includes the categories of active duty for special work, active Guard/Reserve duty in Title 10 U.S.C. status, and involuntary active duty in accordance with Title 10 U.S.C. Sections 12301, 12302, and 12304.  Training may occur in the conduct of active duty other than for training.  Active duty other than for training in support of the active component is usually supported by military personnel appropriation man-days.

Active Service—Service on active duty or full-time National Guard duty.

Annuity—The monthly or annual payment a beneficiary receives.

AGATE—A patient is making normal improvement.
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Beneficiary—The individual who is entitled to receive certain benefits either by law or written designation of the servicemember.

BROKE—A patient is evacuated from an overseas medical treatment facility (MTF) to a continental United States (CONUS) MTF.

Casualty—Any person declared dead, duty status—whereabouts unknown (DUSTWUN), missing, ill, or injured.

Casualty Assistance Representative (CAR)—The person at the nearest Air Force installation responsible for reporting deaths and assisting survivors.

Casualty Augmentation Support Team (CAST)—A group of individuals trained in casualty reporting, notification, and assistance procedures who help the CAR and other casualty personnel.  The size of the team depends on the size of the installation it serves.  The CAST may not include personnel who might deploy during a crisis situation such as Personnel Support for Contingency Operations Team members.

Casualty Category—Used to specifically classify a casualty for reporting purposes.  HQ AFPC/DPFC bases the categories on casualty type and status.  Casualty categories included beleagurered, besieged, captured, detained, died of wounds received in action, interned, killed in action, missing, missing in action, and wounded in action.

Casualty Status—Used to classify a casualty for reporting purposes.  There are seven casualty statuses:  deceased, DUSTWUN, missing, very seriously ill or injured (VSI), seriously ill or injured (SI), incapacitating illness or injury (III), or not seriously injured (NSI).

Casualty Type—Used to identify a casualty for reporting purposes as either a hostile casualty or a nonhostile casualty.

Civilian Employee—A civilian employee hired in the US and assigned overseas.  The Air Force pays civilian employees from Department of the Air Force or DoD appropriated or nonappropriated funds.  A civilian employee must be either a US citizen or a permanent resident alien.

Continental United States (CONUS)—United States territory, including the adjacent territorial waters, located within North America between Canada and Mexico.  When used for ANG casualties, the term applies to the geographical limits of the 50 states and the District of Columbia, Puerto Rico, Guam, and the Virgin Islands.

CRIMP—A patient is not recovering satisfactorily.
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Date of Death—Either the date a person died as determined by actual knowledge of the death, a date the Air Force determines based on conclusive evidence, or the date the Air Force declares a person dead based on a presumptive finding of death.  Laws on brain death differ among states and countries.  The Air Force determines the date of death based on local law and on when doctors declare a person brain dead or remove life support systems.  When the Air Force determines that a DUSTWUN member has died, the official date of death is the date the Air Force declared the member DUSTWUN, unless conclusive evidence establishes a later date.  The date of death for missing persons depends on either conclusive evidence of death or a presumptive finding of death.  The Service secretary, an appointed designee, or a medical authority determines the date of death based on conclusive evidence.  The date of death based on a presumptive finding of death is the date the Service secretary or an appointed designee signs the change in casualty status from missing to deceased.

Death Certificate—The official DD Form 1300, Report of Casualty, published by Headquarters, United States Air Force.  The DD Form 1300 is used to provide an official record of the death of a military member.  The form may be used in place of a civil death certificate when proof of death is necessary.  Government agencies and most commercial life insurance companies use the DD Form 1300 as the basis for paying benefits.  It may be used to cash bonds or to settle other civil or financial matters.

Deceased—A casualty status applicable to a person who is either known to have died, determined to have died on the basis of conclusive evidence, or declared to be dead on the basis of a presumptive finding of death. The recovery of remains is not a prerequisite to determining or declaring a person deceased.

Defense Finance and Accounting Service - Cleveland Center (DFAS-CL)—The agency that administers all retired military pay accounts.

Defense Finance and Accounting Service - Denver Center (DFAS-DE)—The agency that administers all Air Force pay accounts.

Department of Veterans Affairs (VA)—The agency that administers all VA programs and survivors’ annuities.

Died of Wounds Received in Action—A casualty category applicable to a hostile casualty, other than the victim of a terrorist activity, who dies of wounds or other injuries received in action after having reached a medical treatment facility.

Duty Status—Status in which a member serves, under Title 10 U.S.C. or Title 32 U.S.C., at the time the member becomes a casualty.  Used to determine eligibility for survivor benefits and entitlements.
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Duty Status—Whereabouts Unknown (DUSTWUN)—A transitory status, applicable only to military personnel, that is used when the responsible commander suspects the member may be a casualty whose absence is involuntary, but does not feel sufficient evidence currently exists to make a definite determination of missing or deceased.

Eligible Family Members—Generally applies to spouse, children (including step, adopted, and illegitimate children where paternity is acknowledged), and parents.

Foreign Nationals—Military or civilian members or natives of a foreign nation or its territories or possessions authorized to be in the United States while visiting Air Force activities, serving with the Air Force on an exchange basis, undergoing training under the jurisdiction of the Air Force, or otherwise under the auspices of the Air Force.

Friendly Fire—In casualty reporting, a casualty circumstance applicable to persons killed in action or wounded in action mistakenly or accidentally by friendly forces actively engaged with the enemy, who are directing fire at a hostile force or what is thought to be a hostile force.

Full-Time National Guard Duty (FTNGD)—Training or other duty, other than inactive duty, performed by a member of the Air National Guard of the United States under Title 32 U.S.C. Sections 316, 502, 503, 504, or 505.  FTNGD does not include inactive duty training.  FTNGD is always performed in Title 32 U.S.C. State status and may only be performed in the United States to include Alaska and Hawaii, and United States territories.  FTNGD is the Title 32 equivalent of active duty.  It includes active Guard/Reserve duty, annual training, special training, formal training, and active duty for special work performed in a Title 32 U.S.C. State status.  This duty may satisfy the requirement for an individual to perform 15 days of active service for training per fiscal year. (See Title 10 U.S.C., Section 101(d)(5).

Home Installation—The unit where the Air Force permanently assigns a member or the member's permanent duty station if temporarily assigned to another unit (e.g., air attachés).  For a member on a permanent change of station move, the Air Force considers the last assigned unit the member's home installation until the member joins the new unit.

Home of Record—Where an individual was living when commissioned, reinstated, appointed, reappointed, enlisted, reenlisted, inducted, or ordered into his or her initial tour of duty.  Used in determining a member's pay, allowances, and other entitlements under various federal statutes.  A member's home of record remains constant throughout the member's career, unless he or she separates or has a definite break in service of longer than 1 day.
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Hostile Casualty—A person who is the victim of a terrorist activity or who becomes a casualty "in action." "In action" characterizes the casualty as having been the direct result of hostile action, sustained in combat or relating thereto, or sustained going to or returning from a combat mission provided that the occurrence was directly related to hostile action.  Included are persons killed or wounded mistakenly or accidentally by friendly fire directed at a hostile force or what is thought to be a hostile force.  However, not to be considered as sustained in action and not to be interpreted as hostile casualties are injuries or death due to the elements, self-inflicted wounds, combat fatigue, and except in unusual cases, wounds or death inflicted by a friendly force while the individual is in an absent-without-leave, deserter, or dropped-from-rolls status or is voluntarily absent from a place of duty.

Immediate Family—The member's spouse, children, parents, and siblings.

IMPEL—Patient’s condition has worsened (was III and now is SI or VSI, or was SI and now is VSI).
In Loco Parentis—Any person(s) who act in place of the member’s parent(s) for a period of not less than one year at any time before the member entered on active duty.

Inactive Duty Training (IDT)— Duty prescribed for members of a Reserve component including a Training Period (TP), a 4-hour period of training duty, or instruction.  IDT also includes a Unit Training Assembly (UTA), a planned period of training, duty, instruction or test alert completed by a reserve unit; Equivalent Training (ET), a training period accomplished in place of a UTA or TP; or Additional Flying Training Period (AFTP), a flying training period authorized for an individual in an authorized flying position, and any special additional duties authorized for Reserve component personnel by the Secretary concerned, and performed by them in connection with the prescribed activities of the organization in which they are assigned with or without pay.  This includes those duties performed by members of the Air National Guard, but does not include work or study in connection with a correspondence course.

Incapacitating Illness or Injury (III)—The casualty status of a person whose illness or injury requires hospitalization but medical authority does not classify as very seriously ill or injured or seriously ill or injured and the illness or injury makes the person physically or mentally unable to communicate with the next of kin.

Installation Commander—The officer commanding a host support unit, host wing, or higher level host unit, and identified by administrative order or command directive as an installation commander.  Installation commanders perform duties directed by United States statutes and Air Force directives.

Insurable Interest Person—A natural person (not a company, organization, fraternity, etc.) with a financial interest in the retiree’s life.  It may be a close relative or business partner.
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Killed in Action (KIA)—A casualty category applicable to a hostile casualty, other than the victim of a terrorist activity, who is killed outright or who dies as a result of wounds or other injuries before reaching a medical treatment facility.

Medical Progress Report (MPR)—Provides update or change to a member’s diagnosis, prognosis, or status.

Missing—A casualty status for which Title 37, U.S.C., Chapter 10 provides statutory guidance concerning missing members of the Military Services, and Title 5, U.S.C., Chapter 7 provides statutory guidance concerning missing civilians.  Excluded are personnel who are in an absent without leave, deserter, or dropped-from-rolls status. A person declared missing is categorized as follows:


Beleaguered—The casualty is a member of an organized element that has been surrounded by a hostile force to prevent escape of its members.


Besieged—The casualty is a member of an organized element that has been surrounded by a hostile force for compelling it to surrender.


Captured—The casualty has been seized as the result of action of an unfriendly military or paramilitary force in a foreign country.


Detained—The casualty is prevented from proceeding or is restrained in custody for alleged violation of international law or other reason claimed by the government or group under which the person is being held.


Interned—The casualty is definitely known to have been taken into custody of a nonbelligerent foreign power as the result of and for reasons arising out of any armed conflict in which the Armed Forces of the United States are engaged.


Missing—The casualty is not present at his or her duty location due to apparent involuntary reasons and whose location is unknown.


Missing in action (MIA)—The casualty is a hostile casualty, other than the victim of a terrorist activity, who is not present at his or her duty location due to apparent involuntary reasons and whose location is unknown.

Mortuary Affairs Officer—Plans and executes all mortuary affairs programs.  Provides guidance to facilitate the conduct of all mortuary programs and to maintain data (as required) pertaining to the search for, recovery, identification, preparation, and disposition of remains of persons for whom the Services are responsible by status and Executive Order.  Serves as the central point for all mortuary affairs and monitors the deceased and missing personal effects program.

MOVED—A patient is evacuated from one overseas MTF to another.
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Next of Kin (NOK)—A member’s relatives; specifically, the person most closely related to the servicemember.  The order in which the family relationship is recognized by law is spouse, son or daughter, father or mother, brother or sister, and grandfather or grandmother.  Parents or legal guardians exercise the rights of minor children.  NOTE:  Notify a remarried spouse of a missing member if the Air Force recovers the remains (see 37 U.S.C. Section [f]).  Don't notify a former spouse who obtained a divorce from the member or who remarried before the Air Force issued a finding of death pursuant to Title 37 U.S.C.  The Air Force identifies the next of kin in this order:

Spouse.

Natural, adopted, and stepchildren.  Illegitimate children if acknowledged by the member or so determined by a court.

Parents, unless a court or a statute has granted sole legal custody of the member to someone else.

Persons standing in loco parentis.

Persons granted legal custody of the member by court or statute.

Siblings, including those gained through adoption.

Grandparents.

Other relatives in order of relationship to the member according to civil laws.

If no other persons are available, the Secretary of the Military Department may act on behalf of the member.

Non-duty Status ANG or USAFR Member—An Air National Guard or United States Air Force Reserve member who is NOT serving on active duty, active duty for training, or inactive duty for training.

Nonhostile Casualty—A person who becomes a casualty due to circumstances not directly attributable to hostile action or terrorist activity. Casualties due to the elements, self-inflicted wounds, and combat fatigue are nonhostile casualties.

Notification—When a servicemember dies on active duty, all next of kin and other persons listed on the servicemember’s DD Form 93, Record of Emergency Data, and Form SGLV-8286, Servicemembers’ Group Life Insurance Election and Certificate, are notified of the death in person by a uniformed Air Force officer.

Not Seriously Injured (NSI)—The casualty status of a person whose injury may or may not require hospitalization; medical authority does not classify as very seriously injured, seriously injured, or incapacitating illness or injury; and the person can communicate with the next of kin.

Overseas—All locations, including Alaska and Hawaii, outside the continental United States (CONUS).
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Posthumous Promotion—A promotion which may be granted to a deceased active duty member by the commander.  Normally considered when the member was projected for promotion, or had a line number.  Provides no monetary benefit.

Presumptive Finding of Death—A determination made by the Military Service Secretary or a designee of the Service concerned, based on a recommendation by a board or other official body, that a missing person is dead.

PROVE—Patient’s condition has improved (moved from VSI to SI, VSI to III, or SI to III).

Reserve Component—The Air National Guard and Air Force Reserve of the United States.

Retired Reserve—All Reserve members who receive retirement pay on the basis of their active duty and/or Reserve service; those members who are otherwise eligible for retirement pay but have not reached age 60 and who have not elected discharge and are not voluntary members of the Ready or Standby Reserve.

Responsible Commander—The commander of a member's home installation, the installation where the member is assigned or attached for duty, or any Air Force installation having knowledge of the casualty.

Returned to Military Control (RMC)— The status of a person whose casualty status of DUSTWUN or missing has been changed due to the person's return or recovery by US military authority.

SCRAM—Patient removed from the VSI, SI, or III list and will return to the United States on date indicated.

Seriously Ill or Injured (SI)—The casualty status of a person whose illness or injury is classified by medical authority to be of such severity that there is cause for immediate concern, but there is not imminent danger to life.

STALE—Patient’s condition remains the same.

Terrorism—The calculated use of unlawful violence or threat of unlawful violence to inculcate fear; intended to coerce or to intimidate governments or societies in the pursuit of goals that are generally political, religious, or ideological.  A victim of a terrorist act directed against the United States or its allies is a hostile casualty (see definition above).

Unit of Assignment—The unit where the Air Force assigns a member for strength accountability.
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Unit of Attachment—An organization other than the member's unit of assignment (Regular or Reserve component of the United States Armed Forces), where a member performs training duty.

Unmarried Widow or Widower—A spouse who remarried after the sponsor died but whose subsequent marriage ended by death, divorce, or annulment.

Unremarried Spouse—A spouse who never remarried or never legally remarried.

Very Seriously Ill or Injured (VSI)—The casualty status of a person whose illness or injury is classified by medical authority to be of such severity that life is imminently endangered.

Wounded in Action—A casualty category applicable to a hostile casualty, other than the victim of a terrorist activity, who has incurred an injury due to an external agent or cause. The term encompasses all kinds of wounds and other injuries incurred in action, whether there is a piercing of the body, as in a penetration or perforated wound, or none, as in the contused wound. These include fractures, burns, blast concussions, all effects of biological and chemical warfare agents, and the effects of an exposure to ionizing radiation or any other destructive weapon or agent. The hostile casualty's status may be very seriously ill or injured, seriously ill or injured, incapacitating illness or injury, or not seriously injured.

WRITE—Patient removed from a VSI, SI, or III casualty status.  The patient is no longer in a reportable status.

PAGE  
X-11

