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HQ AFPC/DPSFR
550 C. Street West, Suite 37
Randolph AFB TX 78150-4739


Mrs. Martha J. Emersson
12501 Radio City Place S.E.
Radio City NM 87123

Dear Ms. Emersson

Our office recently received documentation that indicates you were erroneously issued a four-year  identification (ID) card with all benefits and privileges as an unremarried former spouse and enrolled in the Defense Enrollment Eligibility Reporting System (DEERS).

To qualify for all benefits (medical, commissary, base exchange and theater privileges), an unremarried former spouse, at the time of divorce, dissolution or annulment of marriage, must have been married for at least 20 years to a military member who performed at least 20 years of creditable service in determining eligibility for retired pay.  There must also have been a 20-year overlap time of marriage and military service (20/20/20).  If a former spouse is enrolled in an employer-sponsored health plan, medical care is not authorized.  When the former spouse is no longer enrolled in an employer-sponosred health plan, medical care benefits may be reinstated.  

Former spouses who were married for at least 20 years but the overlap of marriage and member’s creditable service was at least 15 but not 20 years, are entitled to medical care benefits only.  As stated above, the former spouse must not be enrolled in an employer-sponsored health plan.  The date of divorce for this category of former spouse determines the length of time the former spouse is eligible for an ID card.  Former spouses divorced after 1 April 1985 but before 29 September 1988 were entitled to ID cards for two years from the date of divorce.  Documents provided reflected your divorce occurred in 1986, consequently your eligibility ended in 1988.   Since the eligibility requirements are contained in public law, the Air Force does not have the authority to grant waiver or make exceptions.  We have terminated your eligibility in the DEERS back to 1988.  If you still have an ID card in your possession, please return it to our office within 30 days.  If you do not have the ID card in your possession, please write the disposition of your card on the back of this letter and return it to our office.  We have provided a self-addressed envelope for your convenience.

If you have further questions, you may contact SSgt Pills at 210-565-2467/2089.

Sincerely

JEORGE E. THROBACK, MSGT, USAF
Chief, Customer Support Element

Attachment:

Former Spouse Fact Sheet
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