Information Strategies Concentration 

Program (ISCP) Description
In response to the growing importance of information and information technology, the Information Resources Management College (IRMC) of the National Defense University offers an expanded program for the study of the information component of national power, the Information Strategies Concentration Program (ISCP), available only to students attending either the National War College (NWC) or the Industrial College of the Armed Forces (ICAF).   

Some students selected to attend either NWC or ICAF are nominated by their respective Service, Department, or Agency to participate in the ISCP.  Other students scheduled to attend either the NWC or ICAF may volunteer for the program.  Individuals participating in Information Strategies must have completed a Single Scope Background Investigation (SSBI) within the past five years, and meet the eligibility requirements for Sensitive Compartmented Information (SCI) access defined by Director, Counter-Intelligence Directive (DCID) 1/14.

The Information Strategy Concentration Program is supervised by the faculty of the Information Resources Management College, and allows selected students to concentrate in the role of the information component of national power through electives and field studies.  The ISCP complements the core curriculum of ICAF and NWC by integrating a wide range of elective courses and activities offered by all three colleges.  ICAF students enrolled in the Senior Acquisition Course (SAC) may also enroll in the ISCP, and an increasing number of students from both NWC and ICAF have enrolled in IRMC’s Chief Information Officer (CIO) or Information Assurance (IA) Certificate Programs, which have close ties to the ISCP.   

In addition to the ISCP, IRMC offers a range of electives that provide interested senior-level students at the National Defense University with knowledge of electives pertinent issues of the Information Age, such as Information Operations, Information Assurance, Information Engagement, and Electronic Government.

Information Strategy Concentrators take three of their four elective courses in information strategies.  National Security in the Information Age, which is taught in the Fall Semester, provides a strategic introduction to the major themes and issues presented in the ISCP and is required for all concentrators.  A second elective taken in the spring semester must be taken from a menu of three possible choices: Assuring the Information Infrastructure, Information Engagement and National Power, or Information Operations in Military Strategy.  These courses build upon the issues presented in the Fall Semester and explore them in greater depth.  The remaining elective must be from a list of more than fifty different courses, from all three colleges, that have relevance to conflict and competition in the information age.  Students with considerable background in information warfare may substitute either a research project or tutorial readings for one of the courses mentioned above.

While students enrolled in the Information Strategies Concentration Program participate in the travel programs of their parent colleges, they also have the opportunity to participate in a variety of voluntary field studies.  These include visits and exchanges with both private sector and military/governmental organizations in the DC area involved with the information component of national power.  

For further information, please contact Dr. Dan Kuehl at (202) 685-2257 or at kuehld@ndu.edu .

