NATIONAL CERTIFICATION/ BOARD CERTIFICATION AND “M” PREFIX FOR NURSE CORPS OFFICERS

- Posted on DPAMN home page 14 April 2003
- While AFI 41-104, Professional Board and National Certification Examinations, is currently being revised, it is important for all NC officers to be aware of the following information.

-  National certification in an AF-approved nursing or healthcare specialty is becoming more and more important as a factor in promotion boards and other selection processes.  National certification is recognized as a special achievement.  It enhances a record and could be a “tie-breaker” when two or more records are comparable as far as performance, potential, academic achievement, and PME.  Certification is also a factor in assignment decisions for some special duty assignments. 

- In order for national certification to be annotated in your personnel record, you must be awarded the AFSC prefix “M.”  AFMAN 36-2105, Officer Classification, Attach 3, provides general information about the prefix.  AFI 41-104, Professional Board and National Certification Examinations, is the guideline that provides specific information about national certification and application processes for the M prefix.  Attachment 4 to the AFI lists the certifications/certification agencies that are approved by the Nurse Corps for the award of the M prefix.  The list of recognized agencies is regularly revised and expanded to include newly approved certifications.   HQ USAF/SGN Policy Letter (FY03-4), 17 Jan 2003 provides the current list of approved certification agencies for the Nurse Corps. 

Section E of the AFI contains instructions for award of the prefix--please note it is the individual’s responsibility to initiate the action.  It is also vital that you follow-up two or three weeks after the documentation has been submitted to the local Military Personnel Flight (MPF) to ensure the M prefix is annotated in your AFSC inventory--if your organization’s orderly room has PC III, they can access this information; if not, check with your servicing MPF.

- National certification is mandatory for nurse anesthetists (46M3), nurse midwives (46G3), and nurse practitioners (46N3A/B/C/H) to practice in their specialty, and these officers are eligible to sit the certification examination immediately after completion of their specialty education program.  Review of personnel databases show that numerous nurses with these AFSCs do not have the M prefix, even with many years in the specialty!!  While senior NC officers who “sit” promotion boards can explain to other panel members that these nurses must surely be nationally certified as it is a requirement to practice, it could appear to board members that the officer doesn’t care enough to ensure his/her record is correct.  Please note that submitting a copy of your certificate to HQ AFPC/DPAMF1 to receive specialty pay does NOT award the M prefix, and that certificate copy is filed in a separate folder, not in your master personnel record.  

- National certification in other specialties is an achievement indicating “expert” level of knowledge/practice in a particular field, as prerequisites to sit the certifying examination usually entail specific experience requirements.  By the time nurses are senior Captains, most should have enough experience to qualify for certification in at least one specialty area. 

- AFI 41-104 does not include instructions to ensure a copy of national certification is in your master personnel record at HQ AFPC, though this will be included in the forthcoming AFI revision.  Effective immediately, NC officers who have completed the actions for award of the M prefix will forward a copy of their certificate to HQ AFPC/DPAMN (ATTN: Education Staff), 550 C Street West Ste 27, Randolph AFB, TX 78150-4729.  DPAMN annotates the certification as appropriate IAW AFI 41-104, and forwards the validated copy to the AFPC Master Personnel Records Division for inclusion in the officer’s record.  NOTE:  The Instruction Sheet for Review of Preselection Brief, given to each officer by the local MPF prior to meeting a promotion board, lists in item 11, Board Specialty Certification, that HQ AFPC/DPAMF2 is the addressee for certificates and POC for board certification issues; this will be updated in future instruction sheets to reflect HQ AFPC/DPAMN.

-  National certifications are awarded for specific periods of time, i.e. the certificates indicate an expiration date.  AFI 41-104 currently does not address this, but you should anticipate there will be a process implemented in the future in which the M prefix may be removed on the expiration date if renewed certification is not submitted.  If you were awarded the M prefix some time ago, and have renewed your certification since initial award of the prefix, send a copy of your current certification to DPAMN at the address in the previous paragraph.  He will ensure the copy is placed in your master personnel record.  It is important your record reflect that certification is current.

POC: DPAMN Education Staff, DSN 665-2715. 
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