SCHOLARSHIPS FOR MEDICAL SCHOOL

The Air Force offers individuals the opportunity to attend medical school under two medical school scholarship programs, the Armed Forces Health Professions Scholarship Program (AFHPSP) and the Uniformed Services University of the Health Sciences (USUHS).

UNIFORMED SERVICES UNIVERSITY OF THE HEALTH SCIENCES (USUHS)

The Uniformed Services University of the Health Sciences (USUHS) is located in Bethesda, Maryland. USUHS is a DOD run medical school where members of the Air Force, Army and Navy all attend medical school together.  The Air Force sponsors approximately 50 students to attend USUHS each year.  It is highly competitive receiving over 1700 applications for the 164 available scholarships that are divided between services.  Individuals selected to participate as an Air Force member of the program are commissioned in the rank of Second Lieutenant in the Medical Service Corps (MSC) and are considered to be on active duty while attending USUHS.  These individuals are given all pay and benefits commensurate with their rank.

Individuals that attend USUHS must apply for Graduate Medical Education (GME) at the beginning of their fourth year of medical school.  This must be done through the Joint Services Graduate Medical Education Selection board held in December of their last year.  USUHS participants must do their GME at an active duty training location.  This requirement is governed by public law and may not be waived.

USUHS accepts applications from civilian, ROTC, Service Academies, Active Duty and Reserve personnel.  For further information, you should call USUHS at (800) 381-0660.

ARMED FORCES HEALTH PROFESSIONS SCHOLARSHIP

The Armed Forces Health Professions Scholarship Program (AFHPSP) allows individuals to attend a civilian medical school of their choice with Air Force sponsorship.  To be eligible to apply for the program, all applicants for the program must have an unconditional acceptance letter from an accredited medical school inside the United States or Puerto Rico.  All applicants must be at least 18 years of age but less than 35 years of age at the time of commissioning.  Three and four year scholarships are available.

AFHPSP participants are commissioned as Second Lieutenants, Medical Service Corps, Inactive Obligated Air Force Reserves.  Students enrolled in the AFHPSP will attend an accredited civilian medical school inside the United States or Puerto Rico.  The Air Force pays all tuition, required books and fees and gives participants a monthly stipend.  Currently HPSP participants are allowed to apply for both active duty and civilian residency programs through the Joint Services Graduate Medical Education Board.

Civilians, members of other services and Air Force Reservists interested in applying for the AFPSP should contact their local Air Force Health Profession recruiter.  If unsure of how to reach the local recruiter, call Headquarters Air Force Recruiting Service at (800) 443-4690. 

Air Force active duty members, Air Force ROTC cadets and Air Force Academy cadets should contact HQ Air Force Personnel Center (AFPC) at DSN 665-2638 or 800-531-5800 for more information about this program.  Point of contact for these individuals is the AFPC Physician Education Branch.

AIR FORCE RESERVE OFFICER TRAINING CADETS (AFROTC)

Pre-Health Cadets  Each year HQ AFROTC identifies members to enter their Pre-Health program.  These cadets are guaranteed an Air Force scholarship if they are accepted into a medical school or USUHS prior to graduating from their undergraduate program.

Let’s talk about HPSP first.  Cadets selected for the pre-health program should apply for civilian medical schools at the end of their junior year or beginning of their senior year.  Cadets who receive an unconditional acceptance letter from an accredited medical school should take a copy of the letter to their Detachment as soon as possible.  The Detachment will forward a copy of that acceptance letter to HQ AFPC/DPAME.  When Physician Education/DPAME receives confirmation of selection, they will mail a contract and pay package to the appropriate AFROTC Detachment.  The Detachment will help cadets complete the required forms and return them to Physician Education/DPAME as soon as possible.  Cadets going into the HPSP program will be commissioned into the line upon completion of their undergraduate degree and will be reappointed into the Medical Service Corps the following day or shortly thereafter. 

USUHS will notify HQ AFPC/DPAME of Pre-Health cadets selected to attend USUHS.  Physician will send the appropriate detachment a contract package to be completed by the cadet.  The Detachment will make sure the contract package is completed and returned to Physician Education by the established suspense date.  Detachments will commission these individuals into the line of the Air Force upon completion of their undergraduate degree and reappoint them into the Medical Service Corps the next day or shortly thereafter.  HQ AFPC/DPAMF2 will cut Appointment orders for the MSC as well as EAD orders on these individuals.

Pre-health cadets not accepted into an accredited medical school prior to graduation have two options.  They may come to active duty as a line officer, apply for an administrative delay.  For more information on these options, cadets should talk to their Detachment personnel or contact the AFPC Educational Delay program manager at (800) 531-5507.

If you need information on the Pre-Health program (e.g., qualifications), you should contact your ROTC representative at the school you are attending or call HQ AFROTC at (800) 522-0033, ext 6588.

Steps to be completed on ROTC Pre-Health Cadets:

Cadet gets accepted into the pre-health program during the sophomore year

Cadet gets accepted to an accredited medical school or USUHS

Cadet takes acceptance letter to AFROTC Detachment

Detachment forwards letter to HQ AFPC/DPAME

DPAME mails contract/pay package to Detachment

Cadet completes paperwork and returns it to Detachment

Detachment sends completed contract/pay package and copy of commissioning physical to HQ AFPC/DPAME

Detachment commission cadet into the line of the Air Force upon graduation


Detachments reappoint cadets into the Medical Service Corps

Other AFROTC cadets may apply for permission to participate in AFHPSP or USUHS.  If given permission to apply, cadets interested in attending USUHS will apply directly to USUHS.  Those interested in AFHPSP must get accepted into an accredited medical school and meet an AFHPSP selection board.  Selection boards for AFHPSP are generally held monthly from October to April.  Physician Education/DPAME will notify line accession that the cadet has been picked up for a medical school scholarship program and any attempt to access the cadet into the line of the Air Force will stop.   For more information on these programs, contact AFPC Physician Education at (800) 531-5800.

AFROTC cadets on educational delay to attend medical school may apply for a three year AFHPSP scholarship.

If you have any questions about AFROTC Cadets entering medical school programs, call Physician Education at (800) 531-5800.

AIR FORCE ACADEMY CADETS

Each year the Air Force Academy identifies 3% of the senior class to enter the Medical Health Professions program.  These cadets are guaranteed a scholarship if they are accepted into an accredited medical school or USUHS prior to their graduation date.  Cadets not accepted into a medical school will be commissioned into the line of the Air Force.

Academy cadets not identified to participate in the program are ineligible to apply for HPSP or USUHS.  There are no waivers for this as the number of cadets who can enter the program is limited by public law.  These applicants are under contract with the Academy to become line officers and there are no provisions to allow them to apply for medical school programs.

Cadets should contact HQ USAFA/DPYC, as soon as they receive an unconditional acceptance to an accredited medical school or USUHS.  DPYC will provide cadets with a contract and pay package.  Once cadets complete the contract/pay package, they will return it to DPYC to be sent  to HQ AFPC/DPAME.

Upon graduation from the Academy, cadets are commissioned into the line of the Air Force.  Each cadet may receive up to 60 days paid leave prior to entering the appropriate medical school scholarship program.  If the student is required to report to medical school prior to the 60 day period, cadets must forfeit the amount of leave and monies associated with that time in order to report to medical school at the appropriate time.  At the end of the leave period, cadets will be re-oathed into the Medical Service Corps.  Cadets accepted into  HPSP will be commissioned into the Inactive Obligated Reserves as an MSC.  Cadets are responsible for taking their MSC oath at the completion of their leave and forwarding a copy of the oath to HQ ARPC/SGX.  Cadets attending USUHS will report to USUHS at the end of their 60 days leave and will be re-oathed into the Medical Service Corps by USUHS personnel.

If you have any questions about this program, contact AFPC Physician Education at DSN 487-6331 or toll free (800) 531-5800.

ACTIVE DUTY APPLYING FOR MEDICAL SHCOOL

Air Force active duty personnel may apply for the two medical school programs.  Whether you are enlisted or a commissioned officer, if you are accepted into an accredited medical school, and meet the qualifications for the program, you may apply for USUHS or AFHPSP.

Applicants interested in applying for USUHS should contact the school direct at DSN 295-3185 or (800) 381-0660.

Applicants interested in applying for the Health Professions Scholarship Program should contact Physician Education at DSN 665-2638, commercial (210) 565-2638, or toll free (800) 531-5800 once they have received acceptance into medical school.

